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brave soldiers  officered by men knowing their duty,
and doing it with a will.    Old associations, established
prestige, and that religions sympathy which, in the
East, is almost a nationality, are all in their favour,
and help  to   assure   success.    And thus,  while   the
Turkish Empire slowly withers, as wither it eventually
must, to the West, and its branches fall off one by one,
new growth and vigorous shoots on the East may more
than repair its losses.    But to put this policy in that
entireness   of   execution which   alone   can   render  it
availing,  vigorous  resolution is  required;   and it  is
to be feared that, what with the weakness of Ottoman
counsels, a weakness of latter growth, but now ren-
dered almost  connatural  by political timidity;  with
the habit of concentrating all serious attention on those
parts  of the  empire where  talkative and  superficial
'Europeans  are  for  ever  infiltrating, suggesting,  and
meddling with the half counsels of divided and doubting
minds;   and the multitude of self-offered counsellors,
in  whom, whatever  Solomon  may  say, there  is  not
safety; the Ottoman rulers will let the great chance
go by, and the neglected gain will only then be pro-
perly understood and regretted when changed to bitter
loss.    And thus  would follow and become fact  the
-third nor the more unlikely possibility, .that is, of a
new  Turkoman dynasty, with  fresh  destinies  and  a
future of its own.

But whatever be the event, we of the great English
empire cannot be indifferent to it. Anxiety is some-
times felt at the news of Russian conquests in Central
Asia, and the security of our Indian possessions is by
some thought to be jeoparded by the appearance of
the two-headed eagle in Bokhara or Samarcand. But,
in truth, the Russian flag over Alexandropol, within
a days ride of Kars, is much nearer India. Let the